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Seminar in European Competition Law for National Judges: 

Article 82 and non-price strategies – Cases, Trends and Economics

November 20-21, 2009, in Budapest

The OECD-Hungary Regional Centre for Competition in Budapest and the Competition Division of the OECD are inviting European judges to participate in an EC competition law seminar on “Article 82 and non-price strategies – Cases, Trends and Economics” on November 20 and 21, 2009 in Budapest. This seminar is co-financed by the EU Commission.

The seminar will complement the November 2008 seminar on Article 82 by addressing dominant firm conduct that does not primarily involve pricing strategies, most importantly refusals to deal and issues arising in essential facilities cases as well as conduct related to these practices. There will also be a discussion of broader concepts applicable in Article 82 cases and other competition cases, in particular the role of “entry barriers.” The topic focusing on judicial competition law enforcement will be “Cooperation between national courts and the European Commission.”  

As usual, the seminar will provide an overview of both legal and economic concepts in EC competition law, emphasizing the analysis of selected European and national competition cases. Breakout sessions will allow participants to analyse cases and discuss their experience in small, interactive groups, and to learn from other participants’ experiences. The seminar will also include a practical session that will use a case hypothetical to discuss in a court room setting how to organize and conduct a competition case, including how to use economic experts.

Speakers will include:

João Azevedo, OECD Competition Division 

Gergely Csorba, GVH (the Hungarian Competition Authority), Hungary

Andreas Reindl, Fordham University, New York

Ingeborg Simonsson, Stockholm City Court

Christian Vollrath, European Commission

Jeremy West, OECD Competition Division

The event is open to all judges at national courts in EU member countries, applicant countries and other European countries who are concerned with the application of competition law. This will be a bigger seminar for approximately 50-60 participants. Registration is accepted on a first comes first serves basis.

The seminar venue will be the Flamenco Hotel (Hungary, Tas vezér utca 3-7., 1113 Budapest) (http://www.danubiushotels.com/en/our_hotels/hungary/budapest/danubius_hotel_flamenco)
Travel (up to EUR 800, economy class flight or equivalent train tickets) and accommodation costs for all participants will be covered by the organizers.

In the meantime, if you have already any questions about the event, please contact Ms. Emese BORZA (E-mail: Borza.Emese@gvh.hu; tel.: +36-1-472-89-95; fax: +36-1-472-88-98).

